The Nativity of Our Lord—Christmas Eve



INTRODUCTION
Merry Christmas! Tomorrow is the birthday of Jesus. Everyone is excited that Christmas
has finally arrived. The four weeks of Advent are over and we have all prepared ourselves
for this day, remembering and celebrating that Jesus was born. Christmas is a special
time of peace and joy. As we exchange gifts with those we love we think of the special
gifts that God has given each of us. The gifts of love, hope, peace, compassion,
forgiveness...and the most important of all God's gifts to us: Jesus.

+ + + + + + + + + +

GATHERING

The GATHERING MUSIC:"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Go Tell I+ On the
Mountain; In the Bleak Winter; Away In A Manger

Tanner Dreher on Saxophone and Drum & Bryan Willis on Trumpet.

The WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The GATHERING HYMN
O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
0 4 |
) — . . ] | . N
o—2 — — —— i I —— €
s 5 { A s ‘
come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,

O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

The GREETING
The sign of the cross is made by all in remembrance of Holy Baptism
In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

The PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray...
Dear God, We are filled with great joy just as the angels were when they
proclaimed the good news of the Christ Child’s birth. May the Christmas
feast we are prepared to celebrate with family and friends bring great joy
to our hearts. We pray that each person here finds the fullness
of your love in your son, Jesus, during the Christmas season.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Everyone is seated

WORD

The FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1-7
“People who were walking in the dark saw a bright

light. A light came to them to brighten their dark land.
You have made them very happy. They will never be sad
again. They will dance as they always do at harvest time.
No one will have to do hard things anymore. A child is
born. A son is given to us. He will be wonderful. He will



be a hero. His name will be Prince of Peace. He will tell

us what to do and we will find peace.”

The reading concludes
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

The PSAI MONY

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.

the
sent

that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

rang out
and God

an - gel cho-rus
us sal - va-tion

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

The SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-6
Going through a long line of prophets, God has been addressing our
ancestors in different ways for centuries. Recently he spoke to us
directly through his Son. By his Son, God created the world in the
beginning, and it will all belong to the Son at the end. This Son perfectly
mirrors God, and is stamped with God's nature. He holds everything
together by what he says—powerful words!

After he finished the sacrifice for sins, the Son took his honored place
high in the heavens right alongside God, far higher than any angel in rank
and rule. Did God ever say to an angel, "You're my Son; today I celebrate
you" or "I'm his Father, he's my Son"? When he presents his honored



Son to the world, he says, "All angels must worship him."

The reading concludes
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o’er
2 Shep-herds.whv this iu - bi-lee? Whv vour iov - ous strains pro -long?
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.

What the olad-some tid - inos he which in - snire vonr heav’'n - Iv  song?
Refrain
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol
Luke 3:1-20

The CHRISTMAS GOSPEL



Angels We Have Heard on High
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Text: French carol; tr. H. E. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol



The CHRISTMAS MEDITATION

Everyone stands to sing the Word of God through song.
The HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



The PRAYERS
The Pastor addresses everyone with the following:
God, Giver of All Gifts, We know that you always listen
o our prayers. This Christmas season we pray for our
own needs and for those of all your people.

After each petition
We pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Be with us, Lord, as we remember the birth of Jesus; we
thank you for coming among us as a man, showing us

the way to use the many gifts that you have given us. Let
us be bearers of your peace these days, so that we may
know that you are a God of Love.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord.

Amen.

The PEACE

Everyone is seated.



MEAL

The Offering is received as the Lord's Table is prepared. If you are a guest today, we
thank God that you have chosen to visit us and participate in worship. As our guest you are
not obligated to give a financial contribution as the Offering plate passes before you. We
welcome you to fill out the Parish Register located at the end of each pew.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!
(0] ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
(0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad td - ings  tell;
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



The GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly Lord most ho - ly, God of powrand God of might:
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heav'nand earth re - veal your glo - ry. Hail, ho - san-na,

Lord of light!
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Bless-ed be the com - ing Sav - ior. Hail, ho - san - na, Lord of light!

The THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (V)

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my +body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my +blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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The LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

The BREAKING OF THE BREAD
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Happy are we who
are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be
healed.

Everyone is seated

The DISTRIBUTION

Believing in the Real Presence of Christ, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
practices Eucharistic Hospitality. Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the
Lord, presented through the Church to those who are baptized. The Sacrament is
distributed by coming up the center aisle and returning along the side aisle. Those
who do not wish to receive the Sacrament may approach with their arms crossed to
receive a blessing.

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION
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The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the . . north-west, o’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise .. men three, full
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wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem . . it  took .. its rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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earth it gave . . . great light, and . . SO it con -
king was their . . . in -  tent, and to fol - low the
did both stop ... and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his ... pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
0 u . . .
b AN i > f P T :
e . z- o S — — — — I
~— I T — : —Z
el, No - el Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional
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Away in a Manger
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3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
- | —— ———
O ——o—] —— o — ———— ——
ARV | b & J | r ] [ | D]
J & - r
Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. 1 love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, 1 pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to

Text: North American, 19th cent.

Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

live with you there.




Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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Stil - Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
Si - night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 81 - night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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all bright round yon  vir - gin moth -er and child.
at sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Ho - In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf  in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep  in heav - en- ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
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Everyone stands.
The POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen

Let us pray... God, Giver of All Gifts, we love you. This Christmas may
we set an extra place at the table as we remember the

hungry, the poor. May we wrap an extra gift as we remember

the lonely, the confused. May we give an extra

hug as an expression of love to those around us and may

we take some extra time this Christmas, fo sit quietly, so

that we might remember all the blessings we’ve received

from you - the beautiful gifts of life and grace. We ask this
through Jesus Christ, your Son.
Amen

SENDING

The BLESSING

16

Almighty God, Father, +Son, and of the Holy Spirit bless you now and
forever.
Amen.



The SENDING HYMN

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jjoy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
The SENDING
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
The SENDING MUSIC: "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice"
+ + + + + + + + + +
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To find the answer, count the %& and the I% , and
put the numbers in the boxes at the bottom. Add the two

numbers. Write your answer in the blank.




God’s Christmas gift of Jesus is for ALL people. Can you
find one or more people in this sanctuary who are wearing:
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