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INTRODUCTION 
Merry Christmas!  Tomorrow is the birthday of Jesus.  Everyone is excited that Christmas 
has finally arrived.  The four weeks of Advent are over and we have all prepared ourselves 
for this day, remembering and celebrating that Jesus was born.  Christmas is a special 
time of peace and joy.  As we exchange gifts with those we love we think of the special 
gifts that God has given each of us.  The gifts of love, hope, peace, compassion, 
forgiveness…and the most important of all God’s gifts to us: Jesus. 

+ + + + + + + + + + 
 
GATHERING 
 
The GATHERING MUSIC:”O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Go Tell It On the 
Mountain; In the Bleak Winter; Away In A Manger   
Tanner Dreher on Saxophone and Drum & Bryan Willis on Trumpet. 
The WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

The GATHERING HYMN 
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The GREETING 
 The sign of the cross is made by all in remembrance of Holy Baptism 

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

 

The PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray… 
Dear God, We are filled with great joy just as the angels were when they 
proclaimed the good news of the Christ Childʼs birth. May the Christmas 
feast we are prepared to celebrate with family and friends bring great joy 
to our hearts. We pray that each person here finds the fullness 
of your love in your son, Jesus, during the Christmas season. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Everyone is seated 
WORD 
The FIRST READING               Isaiah 9:1-7 

“People who were walking in the dark saw a bright 
light. A light came to them to brighten their dark land. 
You have made them very happy. They will never be sad 
again. They will dance as they always do at harvest time. 
No one will have to do hard things anymore. A child is 
born. A son is given to us. He will be wonderful. He will 
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be a hero. His name will be Prince of Peace. He will tell 
us what to do and we will find peace.” 

 

The reading concludes 
 This is the Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God! 
The PSALMODY                 

 

 

 
The SECOND READING           Hebrews 1:1-6 

Going through a long line of prophets, God has been addressing our 
ancestors in different ways for centuries. Recently he spoke to us 
directly through his Son. By his Son, God created the world in the 
beginning, and it will all belong to the Son at the end. This Son perfectly 
mirrors God, and is stamped with God's nature. He holds everything 
together by what he says—powerful words!  
 After he finished the sacrifice for sins, the Son took his honored place 
high in the heavens right alongside God, far higher than any angel in rank 
and rule. Did God ever say to an angel, "You're my Son; today I celebrate 
you" or "I'm his Father, he's my Son"? When he presents his honored 
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Son to the world, he says, "All angels must worship him." 
 
The reading concludes 
 This is the Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
The CHRISTMAS GOSPEL              Luke 3:1-20 
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 7

The CHRISTMAS MEDITATION  
 

Everyone stands to sing the Word of God through song. 
The HYMN OF THE DAY 

 



 

 8

The PRAYERS 
The Pastor addresses everyone with the following: 
God, Giver of All Gifts, We know that you always listen 
to our prayers. This Christmas season we pray for our 
own needs and for those of all your people. 
 
After each petition 
We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
Be with us, Lord, as we remember the birth of Jesus; we 
thank you for coming among us as a man, showing us 
the way to use the many gifts that you have given us. Let 
us be bearers of your peace these days, so that we may 
know that you are a God of Love. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord.  
Amen. 

 
The PEACE 
 
Everyone is seated.
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MEAL 
The Offering is received as the Lord's Table is prepared.  If you are a guest today, we 
thank God that you have chosen to visit us and participate in worship.  As our guest you are 
not obligated to give a financial contribution as the Offering plate passes before you.  We 
welcome you to fill out the Parish Register located at the end of each pew. 
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The GREAT THANKSGIVING        
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The SANCTUS          

 
 
The THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (V) 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my +body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my +blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever. Amen 

 
The BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Happy are we who 
are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed. 

Everyone is seated 
 
The DISTRIBUTION 
Believing in the Real Presence of Christ, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
practices Eucharistic Hospitality.  Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the 
Lord, presented through the Church to those who are baptized.  The Sacrament is 
distributed by coming up the center aisle and returning along the side aisle. Those 
who do not wish to receive the Sacrament may approach with their arms crossed to 
receive a blessing. 
 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 
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Everyone stands.   
The POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen       
Let us pray… God, Giver of All Gifts, we love you. This Christmas may 
we set an extra place at the table as we remember the 
hungry, the poor. May we wrap an extra gift as we remember 
the lonely, the confused. May we give an extra 
hug as an expression of love to those around us and may 
we take some extra time this Christmas, to sit quietly, so 
that we might remember all the blessings weʼve received 
from you - the beautiful gifts of life and grace. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, your Son.  
Amen 
 

 

SENDING 
 

The BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and of the Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen.  
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The SENDING HYMN 

 

The SENDING          
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The SENDING MUSIC:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

+ + + + + + + + + + 
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