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INTRODUCTION
In today's Gospel the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will
empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to
look for Jesus; we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too
long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + +
GATHERING
The GATHERING MUSIC: “A Hymn of Glory”

The THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of Holy Baptism as the Pastor
begins
In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water is poured into the font as the Pastor gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

The GATHERING HYMN
Please follow the Cross of Christ as we gather and sing. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the
assembly may be sprinkled with water during the singing.

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ELW 392

The GREETING
The Pastor greets the assembly with the following words:
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
The KYRIE ELW pp. 98-99
The HYMN OF PRAISE ELW p. 101
The PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 102
The assembly is seated
WORD
The FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning “until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. *After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. *While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; >for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

°So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" "He replied, "It is not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. *But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
"When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. '*While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ''They said, "Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

The reading concludes

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
The PSALMODY Psalm 98
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!Clap your hands, 'all you peoples;
shout to God with a ' joyful sound.
’For the LORD Most High is ' to be feared:
a great king over ' all the earth,
*who subdues the ' peoples under us,
and the nations un-' der our feet;
‘who chooses our inheri- ' tance for us,
the pride of Jacob,' whom God loves. Refrain
>God has gone up ' with a shout,
the LORD with the sound ' of the ram's horn.
6Sing praises to ' God, sing praises;
sing praises to our ' king, sing praises.
"For God is king of "all the earth;
sing praises ' with a song.
3God reigns o- ' ver the nations;
God is en- ' throned on high.
*The nobles of the peoples have gathered
as the people of the ' God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God,
who is high- 'ly exalted. Refrain

The SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:15-23

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. ''I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '®so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,

Pand

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power. *’God put this power to work in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, *'far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. **And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, *which is

his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The reading concludes
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands

The GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The HOLY GOSPEL

ELW p. 102
Luke 24:44-53



*Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the

psalms must be fulfilled." “Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
*and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from

the dead on the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. **You are witnesses
of these things. *’And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay

here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. *'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. **And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; >*and

they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The SERMON
Silence for reflection.

The assembly stands
The HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Hymn of glory let us sing!”

The CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

ELW 393

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,



who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

The PRAYERS & PEACE
The assembly is seated

MEAL
The OFFERING

SENIOR CHOIR: “Walking in Faith with Our Lord”

The assembly stands

ELW pp. 105-106



You Are Holy
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Ho -si - an - na, ho - si - an - na,
Sing ho - san - na in the high - est!

ho - si - an - na,

Sing ho - san - na!

* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

ho -si - an -
Sing ho - san

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America.

South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

The GREAT THANKSGIVING

The SANCTUS

The THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (I)
The LORD’S PRAYER

The BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Gud.
God!

ELW p. 107
ELW p. 108
ELW p. 108

ELW p. 112



Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Happy are we who
are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be
healed.

The assembly is seated

The LAMB OF GOD ELW pp. 112-113

The DISTRIBUTION

Believing in the Real Presence of Christ, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices
Eucharistic Hospitality. Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, presented through
the Church to those who are baptized. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament may
approach with their arms crossed to receive a blessing.

To reflect the celebratory nature of the Fifty Days of Easter, the Sacrament is distributed by coming
up the center aisle and moving to the far end of the altar rail. Please remain standing. Standing, a
symbol of rising and resurrection, is the posture for the Fifty Days of Easter.

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION
“Lord, I lift your name on high” ELW 857
“Soon and very soon” ELW 439

The assembly stands.
The POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray...Good Shepherd,
lead us from the fulfillment and joy of this meal
to bring joy and fulfillment to others.
Guide us on paths of justice.
Teach us to live for you as servants to one another.
Enfold us in your abiding love.
We give thanks in the name of the risen Christ.
Amen.

SENDING

The Blessing
Children by the grace of God,
one in Christ,
and inspired by the Holy Spirit,
rejoice in the resurrection
and live in hope, peace, and joy.

Almighty God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

The SENDING HYMN
“Lord, you give the Great Commission” ELW 579



The SENDING
Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia

The SENDING MUSIC: “You Servants of God”

+ + + + + + + + + +
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS SUNDAY, JUNE 1 @ 9:30am!!!!

. CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS - Mon., Wed., Thurs. — 10am-2pm ;
Fri. — 10am-1pm.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Assisting Minister Sam D. Seward
Lector Doris Keener
Ushers: Dallas Hostetler, Betty Menapace, Bob Shetler, Beverly Shetler
Altar Guild: Carol Lautenschleger, Sandy Samsa

PRAYER CONCERNS—Gary Courtwright, Dave Himes, Judy Himes, Alvin Himes, Sam
Seward, the family and friends of Rick Staley, Richard Endres (our flower supplier) and all
nursing home residents.

The Altar Flowers are given by Gary & Dale Ann Conner in honor of Mom'’s birthday.
The Eternal Candle is in honor of Maddie Burk’s 10th birthday with Love, Missy & Pat Burk.

SML—meets this Tuesday to outline worship plans for Summer and Fall.

JANITORIAL DUTIES - A new sign up sheet for janitorial duties is posted in the Narthex. It
will be broken down into a weekly schedule starting with the month of July. Please sign up and
help maintain our church.

ALTAR FLOWERS - If you purchase the Altar Flowers on any given Sunday you are
now responsible for taking them. The Altar Guild will no longer be delivering the flowers.
This decision was made by Church Council on May 12, 2009

COOPERATIVE CATECHISM DINNER—is scheduled for Saturday, May 30, at 6pm at
Grace, Dover. It’s the end of the year event of our area confirmation partnership for this year.
The dinner is open to catechism students and their families.



WORD OF THANKS - We would like to thank Steve and Janelle Allensworth for the donation
of all the mulch that was placed in our flower beds here at First Lutheran. Thanks!!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Held at St. John UCC from June 22-26 - 9am-12 noon.
Registration forms are located in the Narthex with deadline for sign-up June 8, 2009.
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN (Week of 5/24—5/31)

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

The Ascension of Our Lord
9 AM—Christian Education/Catechism (Various locations)
10:15 AM—Holy Communion (Sanctuary)

Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

7 PM—Sacristy & Musical Life (Lounge)

10 AM—Divine Drama
7 PM—Senior Choir

7 PM—Divine Drama
No Scheduled Activities

No Scheduled Activities

The Coming of the Holy Spirit—the Day of Pentecost
10:15 AM—Festival Holy Communion (Sanctuary) Wear Red!!

Pastor Steven, serving part-time (75% time or 30 hours), office hours for this week

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Worship

OFF

9-9

9-5

12-9 (includes The Divine Drama)
OFF

OFF

These hours include sermon/worship preparation, meetings, and visitation. Of course these hours do not
apply if a pastoral emergency occurs.
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